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South Africa faces riots as citizens
worry about immigrants taking jobs,
Mexico works to save endangered
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hillary clinton announces
plan to run for presidency
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feelings amongst Democrats who worry
that she may be too moderate. PAGE 4
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A negotiation could change the
way Americans perceive the
nation that has been viewed as
an enemy for years. PAGE 5
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MFA program sponsors student reading series
Graduate students share fiction, creative non-fiction, and poetry pieces

by sofia jeremias
assistant news editor
Five graduate students read their pieces—varying from poetry to nonfiction—on
Wednesday, April 15, in Hagerty Lounge
as part of the ongoing Graduate Student
Reading Series. Jeff Marcus Wheeler was
the first to step up to the podium. Wheeler’s first short fictional story was titled
“Stay Out of My Garden, Buscemi.” The
humorous piece set the audience laughing at lines such as, “How did you get in
my Macbook, Buscemi?” “How’s it gonna
end, Buscemi?” or “How are my shallots,
Buscemi?”
Wheeler’s second reading was far more
serious, detailing the interaction between
young boys and a gun. Two boys claimed to
have shot the dog of another, who was filled
with disbelief “at the thought of shooting
anything that was alive.” A nerve-wracking
interaction between the three boys followed as the authenticity of the gun was
tested.
La’Vonnda Haynes followed Wheeler
with a reading of several poems. These
works discussed the difficulties faced by
African American populations in an extremely personal way. Some of the lines
from Haynes’ poems were straightforward
in their criticism: “They said a brown girl
from Oakland could not get a Master’s
degree,” while others were abstract: “In
the waking of morning when I get to be
a dancer, my body will write my story.”
However, for the most part, her lines were
electric with anger and disbelief: “Sort of
like when a black man plays dead then dies”
or “My people are in pain and the smoke
bomb said get over it.”
R.J. Ingram was next in the lineup with
two creative non-fiction pieces that shared
the same name, “Carrie.” Ingram’s pieces
were witty, original, and a bit startling at
times. His pieces were laden with imagery
such as “students smudged out like witches

MFA Program in creative writing candidate RJ Ingram reads one of his creative non-fiction pieces in front of Saint
Mary’s community members in Hagerty Lounge. (CJ Cosas/ COLLEGIAN)

left out on the burn pile.” Ingram’s work
also included grim but familiar pictures
of everyday life: “‘Am I not a good man?’ I
start to ask myself in my sleep” and “This
is what an unemployed body looks like.”
In his second piece titled “Carrie,” Ingram
writes about a trial: “He uses the correct
pronouns, a kindness not offered by her
family.” Ingram also read a piece which he
explained had an inappropriate title which

the audience found amusing. It included
lines such as “a tattoo that predates Byzantium” and “the bedroom is a meeting
place for sorcerers.”
Andrea Firth was fourth in the lineup
and also read creative non-fiction pieces.
The first piece she read was an excerpt
from a longer piece she has been working
on about the death of her grandfather.
see READING SERIES, page 2

Gael Fit 3.0 expands service to different demographics
Through analysis and testing, the program is better able to specialize
by Justin gold
staff writer
tyler the creator
releases new album
“Cherry Bomb” surpasses all of the
artist’s previous work while revealing
more about his personality. PAGE 6
sports

softball Beats Cardinal
Saint Mary’s women’s softball
team beats Stanford Cardinal 10-9
with a two-run homer. PAGE 8
sand volleyball team
faces difficult week
SMC falters in a week of losses
against rival teams Cal, Pacific,
and Santa Clara. PAGE 7

Saint Mary’s College of California has
begun offering a unique, health-related
program to individuals interested in
learning where they stand when it comes
to physical fitness.
Gael Fit 3.0, as it is being called, is a
revamped version of a past program that
is currently sponsored by the College’s
kinesiology department and operates
entirely by way of student leadership
and facilitation. The program is slated to
last for a total of six weeks and will offer
three different tests depending upon factors such as age and amount of physical
activity.
“This year is a really cool year because
we’re expanding the program. We did
some research and learned about some
different tests that are valid and reliable
that we can do for different populations,”
said Ian Barwick, a senior kinesiology
major and Gael Fit student director at
the College. He further said that “before
it was general adult fitness, but now we
have three batteries of tests we can do for
different populations.”
There are a trio of components which
comprise the Gael Fit 3.0 system. The first

is a standard test simply called Gael Fit,
which was the original system and now
seeks to assess general adult fitness. The
second, called Gold Fit, was created with
senior citizens ages 60 and up as a target
group and looks at the everyday activities
that this population does. The last, called
Power Fit, is geared toward a more athletic
crop of adults.
The program works by creating a submaximal estimate of participants’ VO2
max, which is an estimate of the maximum
volume of oxygen that a person can use.
“We do this by getting you on the treadmill
at a walking speed and increase the speed
until we get the heart rate over 125, and
we hold it there,” Barwick said. “Based on
the amount of work that you’re doing, the
speed of the treadmill, and whatever heart
rate you’re at, we put it into an equation
that then gives us the VO2 max.”
One student athlete, Gerardo Mendoza,
was candid in his response after taking
the Power Fit test: “It wasn’t what I was
expecting. It was pretty easy, until it got
tiring,” he stated. “I’m a soccer player
and we always check our muscle and fat
content to see if we gain anything, so this
test gives me a pretty good idea of where
I’m at right now.”
Gael Fit 3.0 isn’t just limited to students

and alumni, though, and when asked about
the scope of the program, Barwick noted
that “the program is open to anybody from
any community that wants to participate.”
Beyond Gael Fit 3.0’s service to the
public, it also provides an opportunity for
student volunteers whose career paths are
involved with kinesiology to get hands-on
experience. To a student like Ian Barwick,
this type of testing is invaluable. “It’s
something great that we can put on our
resumes for when we do go into job interviews,” he said. “I plan to get my PhD
and eventually I want to work in a lab, so
getting involved in something like this
gives me a huge leg up when I apply to
grad school.”
Organizers of the Gael Fit program aim
to provide a means for students to further
develop their education in kinesiology. As
Barwick said, “It really is just a public service; it gives them an idea of how healthy
they are.… If [participants are] in perfect
health then it’s an affirmation, and if not,
it can be an eye opener to what they might
be at risk for.”
Through Gael Fit 3.0, Saint Mary’s is
able to offer a safe checkup for anyone
—Saint Mary’s community and Moragans
alike—who may have doubts about their
health.
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner
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graduate reading series program participants are introduced by professors or fellow students. (CJ Cosas/COLLEGIAN)

Smackers.” However, the rest of
the story follows the inevitable
breakup that follows the protagonist’s move to college. When
he goes to break up with the
girl who listens to Elliott Smith
and wears all black in July she

responds, “rest assured Jimmy,
I won’t drown myself.” The story
ends with regret, and eventually
the protagonist is kicked out of
college.
And thus, the Graduate Student
Reading series came to a close.

4/11/2015
9:39 a.m.
Incident: Petty Theft
Synopsis: Missing Canopy from
De La Salle Lawn; suspendedunder investigation
4/10/2015
11:51 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set
off alarm in Thille Hall-small
amount of smoke, no fire or
scorching; referred to Dean of
Students and Facilities Services

4/9/2015
8:20 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: False alarm in Justin Hall - no smoke, fire, or
scorching; referred to Facilities
Services

4/10/2015
11:10 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Underage drinking
and possession of alcohol; referred to the Dean of Students

4/9/2015
9:43 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana and Paraphernalia in De
La Salle Hall/ Underage students in possession of alcohol;
referred to Dean of Students

4/12/2015
8:45 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: No signs of forced
entry or property damage in
ITS Trailer; referred to ITS and
Facilities Services

4/12/2015
12:59 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Unable to identify
suspect via video camera in Alioto Recreation Center-suspect
left the scene before Officers
arrival
4/13/2015
3:05 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Underage consumption of alcohol in Assumption
Hall, possession of fake driver’s
license, medical transport to
John Muir Hospital; referred to
Dean of Students
4/14/2015
8:43 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt cookies set
of alarm in Guerrieri East-no
smoke, fire or scorching; referred to Facilities Services and
Dean of Students
4/15/2015
8:47 p.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Malicious mischief in

Baseball Stadium Parking Lotsuspects unknown; referred to
Dean of Students
4/15/2015
9:22 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Cause for alarm was
open window in ITS Trailer-all
windows found to be locked and
secured; referred to Facilities
Services and ITS
4/16/2015
10:22 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Unconscious driver in
Filippi Parking Lot transported
to John Muir Hospital; referred
to Moraga Police
12:57 p.m.
4/15/2015
Incident: Destruction of College
Property
Synopsis: Damage to immobilization boot placed on vehicle
with unpaid citations in Alioto
Recreational Center Parking
Lot

Correction

“Hello,
I am the subject of this article.
Last Wednesday April 8 I gave this
talk. There are a number of inac-

curacies in the story and I would
appreciate a printed correction.
1) As I stated in the talk, the
difference between sociopath
and psychopath is generally one
relating to the background and
beliefs of the person using the
term. In simplest terms: Those
who use “sociopath” generally
think of environmental causes of
the disorder, while those who use
“psychopath” generally consider
biological or neurologic explanations.
2) Most important correction:

the article states that I use the
PCL-R in my job at San Quentin.
This is completely inaccurate-I do not use the PCL-R or any
psychopathy instruments at my
current job at San Quentin, and I
made no statements to that effect.
3) The quote about a person
comparing rape/kidnapping to
“squashing a bug ” came from
Robert Hare’s book, “Without
Conscience,” as I stated in the
talk.
4) I advised against self-diagnosis not because MRI findings are
part of the diagnosis (they’re not),

but as a precaution and warning
that my talk was and is not a substitute for a clinical evaluation.
Thanks for your anticipated
corrections, and I very much enjoyed talking with the audience at
St. Mary’s. I was very impressed
with the thoughtfulness of the
students’ questions.
Thanks again,
Anne C. Bird”
The Collegian regrets these
errors.

1 South Africa Faces Unrest
as Locals Protest Against Immigrants “Stealing” Jobs
On April 17, shops and properties
owned by immigrants in Johannesburg, South Africa were attacked
and damaged as South Africans continue to resort to anti-immigrant
violence. The anti-immigrant sentiments were ignited by Goodwill
Zwelithini, who is the traditional
king of the country’s largest ethnic
group, the Zulus. Railing against the
immigrants to leave South Africa
started a wave of violence that was
set off by the killings of four immigrants in Durban. While police have
been dispatched to control and disperse the crowds to protect immigrants, violence continues to ensue.
President Jacob G. Zuma addressed
the National Assembly, noting that
the violence stems from socioeconomic issues that the country has
been facing with undocumented
immigrants and the fact that many
small businesses have been taken
over by foreign, national companies.
While the government has condemned the violence and is calling
for peace, unrest still persists.
2 Woman in Girona, Spain
Seeks to be Recognized as Salvador Dali’s Daughter

A woman named Pilar Abel, a tarot card reader, has brought to court
the claim that she is the famous
painter Salvador Dali’s daughter,
and hopes to be granted a share of
the hundreds of millions of euros
that Dali gave to Spain upon his
death in 1989. Abel’s paternity lawsuit claims that Dali had a love affair
with her mother, Antonia Martinez
de Haro, in 1950 at Port Ligat, the
fishing village where Dali and his
wife Gala built a waterfront house.
She stated that after her mother became pregnant by Dali, she married
another man and had children with
that man as well, but Pilar was told
Dali was her father when she was
eight years old. Thus far, it is unclear
what Abel will be able to gain if she
is in fact Dali’s daughter, and tests
are still being run to determine the
authenticity of their relation. However, to properly confirm a DNA
connection, the Spanish state will
have to give permission for Dali’s
remains to be analyzed.
3 China’s Communist Party
Cracks Down on Golf to Root
Out Corruption
President Xi Jinping has been diligently trying to take down the vice
and corruption that has established
itself within China’s Communist

party. While targeting such things
as drugs, gambling, and prostitution,
the president has also begun to target golf. Following an investigation
where a high-level party official was
allowing an unidentified company
to fund his gold expenditures, the
government has begun to shut
downdozensofgolf courses around
the country. The establishments
themselves are already in violation
of laws and bans that are in place to
protect China’s limited supplies of
water and farmable land. So far, as
many as 66 different illegal courses
in areas such as Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, and 20 other smaller
provinces have been closed by the
National Development and Reform
Commission.
4 Mexico’s President Promises Plan to Save Indigenous
Porpoise from Extinction
San Felipe, a small fishing village
in Mexico, was visited by President
Enrique Peña Nieto on April 17. The
purpose for his visit was to order
the Mexican Navy to take charge
and cease the illegal fishing that
has been killing off of a certain endangered species of porpoise. The
porpoises, called vaquitas, are the
world’s smallest porpoise, and they
are on the very edge of extinction,

join your college
newspaper.
monday at 6pm
in dante 117.
stmaryscollegian.com

Campus
Calendar
Take Back the Night
Weds., April 22
7-9 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Gillian Cutshaw
x4193

1

11:44 a.m.
4/9/2015
Incident: Lost/Stolen Items
Synopsis: George Foreman Grill
and Blender missing from Filippi Academic Hall; suspendedunder investigation

In the April 14 issue of The
Collegian, the article ““My Brain
Made Me Do It:” Anne Bird takes
a look at psychopathy” contained
inaccuracies and points that need
to be clarified. The subject of the
article, Anne Bird, contacted The
Collegian requesting corrections.
Given the complex nature of psychopathy, we are publishing her
email in full:
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Crime Beat
4/6/2015
1:34 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Staff member disarmed alarm at Rheem Campus
and started work but alarm went
off even though it was disarmed

Beyond the Bubble

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

2

“You thought I was despicable,
deranged and I thought the same
but worse.” The rivalry eventually
turns into romance and Caligaris
describes the characteristics of
love in a playful manner: “You
always tasted like Dr. Pepper Lip

3

news

READING SERIES: SMC community is given a glimpse of the students’ work
The piece was suspenseful and,
in some aspects, echoed a murder mystery novel. Firth writes
towards the beginning of the
piece that “the first person to
see my grandfather’s dead body
was the elevator operator, James
Murphy,” and towards the end of
the piece she writes, “The elevator operator, James Murphy, was
also the last person to see my
grandfather alive.” Firth’s second
piece was a short story titled “The
Beginning,” which described the
meeting and eventual engagement of a couple. Firth described
their first encounter and wrote,
“attraction is instantaneous but
our relationship is delayed.” The
piece was detail-oriented; for example, when the man in the story
looks at a map, she writes, “‘About
a thousand miles,’ he measures
with his two fingers, ‘about two
hours apart.’”
Michael Caligaris was the last
writer to read a piece for the
evening. He presented a fictional
short story about a 19-year-old
protagonist “who did something
incredibly wrong.” The piece
began with the line “The problem is that we’ve been together
since the bus stop.” It goes on to
follow the difficult relationship
between two childhood friends:

Tuesday, april 21, 2015

as fewer than 100 are estimated to
still be alive. The navy patrols are
just the first part of a broader plan to
help preserve the vaquitas. The vauquita population has been declining
for decades, but organized hunting
has accelerated it dramatically, as
criminals pay fishermen thousands
of dollars for a particular fish—causing overfishing and the accidental
killings of vaquita.
5 Yemen Refuses Iranian
Peace Proposal, Stating it’s
Merely a Political Maneuver
Recently, Iran submitted a fourpoint peace plan to the United
Nations, but Yemen’s government
has elected to reject the plan. The
Iranian plan called for an immediate cease-fire and to end all forms
of foreign military attacks and
humanitarian assistance. Furthermore, it called to resume a national
dialogue and an inclusive, national
government. The plan comes in response to bombings on the Houthi
rebels, who are allied with Iran, by
Saudi Arabia and its Sunni Arab
Coalition partners. Although the
conflict is definitely rooted in local
rivalries, it has also been seen as
a proxy war between Sunni Saudi
Arabia and Shi’ite Iran, both top
OPEC oil producers.

Lasallian Star Search
Weds., April 22
9 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Pamela Thomas
x8019
Associated for Mission: Brothers and Partners
Thurs., April 23
3:30-7:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Sally Jamison
x4406
Arabian Night
Thurs., April 23
6-9 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Contact IC
x8545
The Good Person of Setzuan
Thurs., April 23 - Saturday, April
25
8 p.m.
Sunday, April 26th
2 p.m.
LeFevre Theatre
Contact Rebecca Engle
x4159
Fair Trade Festival
Fri., April 24
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Ferrogiarro Hall
Contact Nick van Santen
nv5@stmarys-ca.edu
Gardening Drought Workshop
Fri., April 24
4-5 p.m.
Legacy Garden
Contact Julie Welch
jlw8@stmary-ca.edu
Meditation Retreat
Sat., April 25
Soda Activity Center: Claeys
Lounge
Contact Vince Nims
vfn1@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner
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Smackers.” However, the rest of
the story follows the inevitable
breakup that follows the protagonist’s move to college. When
he goes to break up with the
girl who listens to Elliott Smith
and wears all black in July she

responds, “rest assured Jimmy,
I won’t drown myself.” The story
ends with regret, and eventually
the protagonist is kicked out of
college.
And thus, the Graduate Student
Reading series came to a close.

4/11/2015
9:39 a.m.
Incident: Petty Theft
Synopsis: Missing Canopy from
De La Salle Lawn; suspendedunder investigation
4/10/2015
11:51 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set
off alarm in Thille Hall-small
amount of smoke, no fire or
scorching; referred to Dean of
Students and Facilities Services

4/9/2015
8:20 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: False alarm in Justin Hall - no smoke, fire, or
scorching; referred to Facilities
Services

4/10/2015
11:10 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Underage drinking
and possession of alcohol; referred to the Dean of Students

4/9/2015
9:43 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana and Paraphernalia in De
La Salle Hall/ Underage students in possession of alcohol;
referred to Dean of Students

4/12/2015
8:45 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: No signs of forced
entry or property damage in
ITS Trailer; referred to ITS and
Facilities Services

4/12/2015
12:59 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Unable to identify
suspect via video camera in Alioto Recreation Center-suspect
left the scene before Officers
arrival
4/13/2015
3:05 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Underage consumption of alcohol in Assumption
Hall, possession of fake driver’s
license, medical transport to
John Muir Hospital; referred to
Dean of Students
4/14/2015
8:43 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt cookies set
of alarm in Guerrieri East-no
smoke, fire or scorching; referred to Facilities Services and
Dean of Students
4/15/2015
8:47 p.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Malicious mischief in

Baseball Stadium Parking Lotsuspects unknown; referred to
Dean of Students
4/15/2015
9:22 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Cause for alarm was
open window in ITS Trailer-all
windows found to be locked and
secured; referred to Facilities
Services and ITS
4/16/2015
10:22 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Unconscious driver in
Filippi Parking Lot transported
to John Muir Hospital; referred
to Moraga Police
12:57 p.m.
4/15/2015
Incident: Destruction of College
Property
Synopsis: Damage to immobilization boot placed on vehicle
with unpaid citations in Alioto
Recreational Center Parking
Lot

Correction

“Hello,
I am the subject of this article.
Last Wednesday April 8 I gave this
talk. There are a number of inac-

curacies in the story and I would
appreciate a printed correction.
1) As I stated in the talk, the
difference between sociopath
and psychopath is generally one
relating to the background and
beliefs of the person using the
term. In simplest terms: Those
who use “sociopath” generally
think of environmental causes of
the disorder, while those who use
“psychopath” generally consider
biological or neurologic explanations.
2) Most important correction:

the article states that I use the
PCL-R in my job at San Quentin.
This is completely inaccurate-I do not use the PCL-R or any
psychopathy instruments at my
current job at San Quentin, and I
made no statements to that effect.
3) The quote about a person
comparing rape/kidnapping to
“squashing a bug ” came from
Robert Hare’s book, “Without
Conscience,” as I stated in the
talk.
4) I advised against self-diagnosis not because MRI findings are
part of the diagnosis (they’re not),

but as a precaution and warning
that my talk was and is not a substitute for a clinical evaluation.
Thanks for your anticipated
corrections, and I very much enjoyed talking with the audience at
St. Mary’s. I was very impressed
with the thoughtfulness of the
students’ questions.
Thanks again,
Anne C. Bird”
The Collegian regrets these
errors.

1 South Africa Faces Unrest
as Locals Protest Against Immigrants “Stealing” Jobs
On April 17, shops and properties
owned by immigrants in Johannesburg, South Africa were attacked
and damaged as South Africans continue to resort to anti-immigrant
violence. The anti-immigrant sentiments were ignited by Goodwill
Zwelithini, who is the traditional
king of the country’s largest ethnic
group, the Zulus. Railing against the
immigrants to leave South Africa
started a wave of violence that was
set off by the killings of four immigrants in Durban. While police have
been dispatched to control and disperse the crowds to protect immigrants, violence continues to ensue.
President Jacob G. Zuma addressed
the National Assembly, noting that
the violence stems from socioeconomic issues that the country has
been facing with undocumented
immigrants and the fact that many
small businesses have been taken
over by foreign, national companies.
While the government has condemned the violence and is calling
for peace, unrest still persists.
2 Woman in Girona, Spain
Seeks to be Recognized as Salvador Dali’s Daughter

A woman named Pilar Abel, a tarot card reader, has brought to court
the claim that she is the famous
painter Salvador Dali’s daughter,
and hopes to be granted a share of
the hundreds of millions of euros
that Dali gave to Spain upon his
death in 1989. Abel’s paternity lawsuit claims that Dali had a love affair
with her mother, Antonia Martinez
de Haro, in 1950 at Port Ligat, the
fishing village where Dali and his
wife Gala built a waterfront house.
She stated that after her mother became pregnant by Dali, she married
another man and had children with
that man as well, but Pilar was told
Dali was her father when she was
eight years old. Thus far, it is unclear
what Abel will be able to gain if she
is in fact Dali’s daughter, and tests
are still being run to determine the
authenticity of their relation. However, to properly confirm a DNA
connection, the Spanish state will
have to give permission for Dali’s
remains to be analyzed.
3 China’s Communist Party
Cracks Down on Golf to Root
Out Corruption
President Xi Jinping has been diligently trying to take down the vice
and corruption that has established
itself within China’s Communist

party. While targeting such things
as drugs, gambling, and prostitution,
the president has also begun to target golf. Following an investigation
where a high-level party official was
allowing an unidentified company
to fund his gold expenditures, the
government has begun to shut
down dozens of golf courses around
the country. The establishments
themselves are already in violation
of laws and bans that are in place to
protect China’s limited supplies of
water and farmable land. So far, as
many as 66 different illegal courses
in areas such as Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, and 20 other smaller
provinces have been closed by the
National Development and Reform
Commission.
4 Mexico’s President Promises Plan to Save Indigenous
Porpoise from Extinction
San Felipe, a small fishing village
in Mexico, was visited by President
Enrique Peña Nieto on April 17. The
purpose for his visit was to order
the Mexican Navy to take charge
and cease the illegal fishing that
has been killing off of a certain endangered species of porpoise. The
porpoises, called vaquitas, are the
world’s smallest porpoise, and they
are on the very edge of extinction,
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Calendar
Take Back the Night
Weds., April 22
7-9 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Gillian Cutshaw
x4193

1

11:44 a.m.
4/9/2015
Incident: Lost/Stolen Items
Synopsis: George Foreman Grill
and Blender missing from Filippi Academic Hall; suspendedunder investigation

In the April 14 issue of The
Collegian, the article ““My Brain
Made Me Do It:” Anne Bird takes
a look at psychopathy” contained
inaccuracies and points that need
to be clarified. The subject of the
article, Anne Bird, contacted The
Collegian requesting corrections.
Given the complex nature of psychopathy, we are publishing her
email in full:

3

4

Crime Beat
4/6/2015
1:34 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Staff member disarmed alarm at Rheem Campus
and started work but alarm went
off even though it was disarmed

Beyond the Bubble

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

2

“You thought I was despicable,
deranged and I thought the same
but worse.” The rivalry eventually
turns into romance and Caligaris
describes the characteristics of
love in a playful manner: “You
always tasted like Dr. Pepper Lip

3

news

READING SERIES: SMC community is given a glimpse of the students’ work
The piece was suspenseful and,
in some aspects, echoed a murder mystery novel. Firth writes
towards the beginning of the
piece that “the first person to
see my grandfather’s dead body
was the elevator operator, James
Murphy,” and towards the end of
the piece she writes, “The elevator operator, James Murphy, was
also the last person to see my
grandfather alive.” Firth’s second
piece was a short story titled “The
Beginning,” which described the
meeting and eventual engagement of a couple. Firth described
their first encounter and wrote,
“attraction is instantaneous but
our relationship is delayed.” The
piece was detail-oriented; for example, when the man in the story
looks at a map, she writes, “‘About
a thousand miles,’ he measures
with his two fingers, ‘about two
hours apart.’”
Michael Caligaris was the last
writer to read a piece for the
evening. He presented a fictional
short story about a 19-year-old
protagonist “who did something
incredibly wrong.” The piece
began with the line “The problem is that we’ve been together
since the bus stop.” It goes on to
follow the difficult relationship
between two childhood friends:

Tuesday, april 21, 2015

as fewer than 100 are estimated to
still be alive. The navy patrols are
just the first part of a broader plan to
help preserve the vaquitas. The vauquita population has been declining
for decades, but organized hunting
has accelerated it dramatically, as
criminals pay fishermen thousands
of dollars for a particular fish—causing overfishing and the accidental
killings of vaquita.
5 Yemen Refuses Iranian
Peace Proposal, Stating it’s
Merely a Political Maneuver
Recently, Iran submitted a fourpoint peace plan to the United
Nations, but Yemen’s government
has elected to reject the plan. The
Iranian plan called for an immediate cease-fire and to end all forms
of foreign military attacks and
humanitarian assistance. Furthermore, it called to resume a national
dialogue and an inclusive, national
government. The plan comes in response to bombings on the Houthi
rebels, who are allied with Iran, by
Saudi Arabia and its Sunni Arab
Coalition partners. Although the
conflict is definitely rooted in local
rivalries, it has also been seen as
a proxy war between Sunni Saudi
Arabia and Shi’ite Iran, both top
OPEC oil producers.

Lasallian Star Search
Weds., April 22
9 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Pamela Thomas
x8019
Associated for Mission: Brothers and Partners
Thurs., April 23
3:30-7:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Sally Jamison
x4406
Arabian Night
Thurs., April 23
6-9 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Contact IC
x8545
The Good Person of Setzuan
Thurs., April 23 - Saturday, April
25
8 p.m.
Sunday, April 26th
2 p.m.
LeFevre Theatre
Contact Rebecca Engle
x4159
Fair Trade Festival
Fri., April 24
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Ferrogiarro Hall
Contact Nick van Santen
nv5@stmarys-ca.edu
Gardening Drought Workshop
Fri., April 24
4-5 p.m.
Legacy Garden
Contact Julie Welch
jlw8@stmary-ca.edu
Meditation Retreat
Sat., April 25
Soda Activity Center: Claeys
Lounge
Contact Vince Nims
vfn1@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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US/Cuba
relations
hopeful
by JAcob Turnrose
Staff Writer

O

n December 17, U.S. President
Barack Obama called Cuban
President Raúl Castro, breaking the
diplomatic ice separating the two
countries and soon after announced
to the world that the United States
and Cuba would work toward normalizing relations. Obama and
Castro’s handshake at the Summit of
the Americas conference in Panama
City, Panama last week has only reinforced the series of unprecedented
acts of cooperation between the U.S.
and Cuba.
Firstly, immediately after the
declaration, the two countries engaged in a prisoner swap in which
three Cuban spies were released
from the United States and 53 political prisoners were returned
from Cuba. Secondly, talks aimed
at easing travel and trade restrictions have occurred. As of March,
charter flights are available to Cuba
via the John F. Kennedy airport in
New York City. Thirdly, and most
recently, is President Obama’s decision to remove Cuba from the list of
state sponsors of terrorism, which
occurred last Wednesday. The next
step, which both President Obama
and President Castro seem to be
looking toward, is the reopening of
embassies in their respective countries. Both embassies have been shut
down since tensions flared between
the two countries in 1961.
Another significant event is currently playing out in Cuba: two dissidents made it past the first round
of voting to become candidates in
Cuba’s municipal elections this year.
Even more noteworthy is the apparent likelihood that one of these dissidents will actually win the election.
Both candidates have expressed
confidence in their chances of victory. If reality matches these expectations, the two dissidents would
become the first non-Communist
Party members to be elected since
1976 when election laws were enacted by Fidel Castro. This could
result in a shift in the Communist
Party’s dominance over the Cuban
government.
President Obama’s underlying
goal in reestablishing relations with
Cuba is to expose the Cubans to the
democratic values by which the
United States operates. Obama said,
“After all, these 50 years have shown
that isolation has not worked. It’s
time for a new approach.” Obama believes that face-to-face interaction is
a more effective method to promote
democratic values to the Cuban people. In one example, Obama said that
Cuban immigrants are the United
States’ “best ambassadors” for our
democratic values. Therefore, they
should be given greater ease in visiting and returning to Cuba.
Are the events surrounding Cuba’s municipal elections proof that
more involved interaction with
Cubans is working to promote
democracy? Is Obama’s new policy
playing a role in the fact that Cuban
dissenters are finally finding success
in the election process? Or it simply
a coincidence that one of the biggest
moves for equal party representation in Cuba is coinciding with the
United States’ shift in foreign policy?
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Hillary Clinton announces next run for presidency

Nuclear negotiations could make Iran an international player

by Dean Boerner
Staff Writer

by Charlie Guese
Editor-In-Chief
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Clinton takes stronger stance on some issues but still must prove herself to the electorate
ith a two-minute-long online video, Hillary Rodham
Clinton announced her run for
president of the United States
rather inconspicuously for
someone with such a high profile.
Dubbed by many pundits as the
inevitable Democratic nominee,
Clinton decided to forego the
normal fanfare of a pronounced
presidential announcement and
just get on with what everyone
knew was coming: a run for the
2016 presidency. She enters the
race as the major favorite of a
democratic primary extraordinarily devoid of competition.
Despite this paucity of viable
Democratic candidates, Hillary
Clinton will face ample criticism
from the left as well as the right
of the political spectrum.
Some skeptics in her own party
describe her as a centrist who is
almost too conservative. Liberal
groups, most notably the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, have resolved to pull her
further left, especially on issues
like expanded Social Security
benefits and more stringent financial regulations. Without any
serious competition from liberals, they worry, Clinton will stray
to the center and refrain from
pushing a progressive agenda.
Although the politically adept
Clinton has remained silent on
many issues thus far, she has
staked out stances on some key
matters.

Her challenge
will be presenting
herself as superior
to the Republican
candidate; she will
have to downplay her
perceived faults and
prove her credibility
to the electorate.
For example, she has come
out fully supporting President
Obama’s efforts for immigration reform. After a prolonged
silence on the matter, Clinton
backed Obama’s executive order
protecting four million undocumented immigrants from being
deported. Her support here is
contrasted by many Republican
candidates, including Rand Paul
and Ted Cruz, who are staunchly
opposed to such disputable executive overreach.
For many, Clinton has been
too vague on the issue of the NSA
surveillance controversies. On
the matter, she has simply stated
that a balance between national
security and privacy needs to
be met.
The Democratic favorite has
been clearer on the issue of
healthcare, though. Clinton has
routinely touted Obamacare,
trumpeting it even when many
fellow democrats shied away
from supporting it during its
struggles. If she’s elected, expect
the Affordable Care Act to stay
in place.
Like other candidates, Clinton has denounced the growing

Though a solution is still up in the air, this complex decision could change our current perceptions of Iran

ausanne, Switzerland was
poised to become the center of the world’s attention as
representatives of the P5+1
countries—the United States,
the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, China, and Russia—
were in extended talks with
Iran over its nuclear energy
program. And those talks were
indeed extended. Another day,
another extended deadline, and
international journalists were
running out of things to say, instead analyzing videos of John
Kerry walking across the street
for lunch while the diplomatic
discussions remained hushhush. Ex-NBC correspondent
Ann Curry’s cameraman even
lamented that he failed to pack

enough underwear for the trip.
The international community
was surprised when, on April
2, E.U. High Representative
for Foreign Affairs Federica
Mogherini and Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
announced that the P5+1 countries had reached an agreement
on the framework for a pending
final deal on Iran’s nuclear program, largely restricting much
of its nuclear capabilities and
increasing international inspections in exchange for lessened
economic sanctions on Iran. It’s
nowhere near a final deal, and
almost every official involved—
along with U.S. President Barack
Obama—is stressed, as all parties
have only until June 30 to reach
a final conclusion on the extent
of the program.
Nuclear programs are always

delicate territory and make a
lot of people in the room uncomfortable. Furthermore, Iran
continues to show that it can be
difficult to pin down considering the conflicting statements
from Zarif and Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamanei with regards to the recent framework
agreement, though the same
could be said about Obama and
Congress.
What makes this agreement
remarkable, however, is that it
represents a huge shift in Iran’s
engagement in the international
arena, and it makes a large statement about the changing nature
of U.S.-Iranian relations. Iran’s
newfound willingness to prove
itself as a responsible possessor
of nuclear enrichment capabilities is making the red-line rhetoric of U.S. and Israeli policy of the

last three decades increasingly
less tenable.
There is a nebulous difference
between, say, enriching uranium
by 10 percent for energy purposes and enriching it by 80 percent,

This is a huge shift in
Iran’s engagement in
the international arena.
which makes international oversight key in the formulation of a
deal for the western negotiators.
In Obama’s statement on April 2,
he noted that banning nuclear
capabilities in Iran, imposing
harsher sanctions, or launching air strikes on Iran’s nuclear
centrifuges will only push the
program underground and make

peace in the next decade more
difficult to achieve.
Though contrary to what 46
Republican senators may feel
after bizarrely writing an open
letter to Iran, it is not just the
U.S. that is single-handedly making these decisions. Rather, the
entire P5+1 group is involved,
and any reactionary or reflexive
dissent from the typical U.S. and
Israeli voices shouldn’t overshadow the complex, constructive, and reasoned diplomatic
progress that is taking place
here. If the P5+1 countries can
reach an ultimate agreement by
June 30, the sky is the limit for
how much progress can be made
with regards to Iran being more
of an active player in international relations and less of the
outcast state that the majority
of U.S. rhetoric implies.

Screen capture from hillaryclinton.com

income inequality and vanishing middle class. In addition to
reducing the tax burden currently plaguing the middle class,
erasing corporate tax loopholes
is expected to be an important
part of Clinton’s agenda.
While she’s ambiguous on
many debates of great significance, Clinton has been unequivocal on several hot-button
social issues for Democrats. She
is a proponent of a woman’s right
to legal, accessible abortions and
has recently supported same-sex
marriage after previously being
unsure.
She is undecided when it
comes to marijuana legalization, saying that more scientific
evidence is needed to make a national decision on the substance.
That’s a more open mindset than
during her first run in 2008, however, so she may be shifting her
opinion on the matter.
Even though many liberals
desire a more progressive, leftleaning Hillary Clinton for 2016,
most of her proposed policies
tend to conform to contemporary liberal ideology. That,
paired with her experience and
overwhelming popularity, is
why she is the unquestioned and
maybe even uncontested favorite
to win the Democratic primary
election.
The most polarizing facet
of Hillary Clinton may be her
foreign policy credentials. On
one hand, Clinton’s stint as
Secretary of State is evidence of
unique foreign policy experience
unmatched by any Republican
competitor. On the other, her
uneventful term lacked consequence and was somewhat forgettable. Republican mudslingers will continue to obsess over
the Benghazi incident that occurred during her term, possibly
negating her current advantage
in the foreign policy realm.
The experienced Clinton will
also face accusations that she’s
tied to Wall Street due to the
speeches she’s given to Goldman Sachs’ audiences and the
donations from that investment
firm that the Clinton Foundation has received. Whether these
criticisms are reasonable or not,
she will have to address them
throughout her campaign.
All relevant evidence points

to Hillary Clinton breezing past
her Democratic counterparts to
the general election. Her experience is unparalleled, and she has
aligned herself with the liberal
base on key issues to easily garner enough Democratic support.
Her challenge will be presenting
herself in the general election as
superior to the Republican candidate; she will have to downplay

her perceived faults and prove
her credibility to the electorate.
If the economy continues
to progress and move upward,
and Clinton’s pledges to uphold
Obama’s immigration policy as
well as boost the middle class are
convincing enough, voters will
come out in droves to support
another Democratic administration and another Clinton.

Becoming a “grown-up” is a mythological societal standard
We need to stop perpetuating the idea that the choices we make as young adults are going to make or break us
by Tori Stringer
Opinion Editor

W

e, as students, are told
basically from the time we
are sophomores in high school
all the way until we’re staring
undergraduate graduation in the
face that we need to know what
we want to do and make decisions
based on that goal. We are told
we always need to have one path
we’re heading down and constantly working toward. What we
aren’t told is that there is no one
grand or correct path; that our
life journeys are constantly pliable and changing; that we never
truly “grow up,” have life figured
out, or live happily ever after. The
truth is that we’re always working towards new things.
I got lucky. When I was a senior

in high school, my counselor
asked me what I wanted my college major to be the next year, and
I said, “Uhh … I don’t know. I like
English?” So that’s what I applied
to colleges with as my intended
major. Once I started taking college English classes, I loved the
program, so I stayed. I also got
lucky with my post-collegiate
path decisions. I had considered
being a teacher after college, and
after getting the opportunity to
really teach the summer after
my sophomore year, I realized
that it was the right fit for me.
It just so happened that what I
thought I wanted to do turned
out to be what I ultimately plan
on doing after graduation from
Saint Mary’s.
I realize that not everyone is
this lucky. I have heard countless

stories of people not following
what they wanted to do due to
outside influence or having to
change their major or career path

I think we need to
embrace the fact
that becoming an
adult is not a fixed
endpoint. We’re not
all headed into a
stagnant void that is
completely decided by
our current choices.
one too many times to finally
figure out where they fit. As humans, we are works in progress,

Nike finally represents real women
“Better For It” ad campaign focuses on making an effort
By Liz Searl
Staff Writer

G

orgeous, sweaty, bronzed
skin. Toned bodies. Not a
hair out of place. Perfect skin.
That’s what we usually expect
to see in a Nike advertisement.
But, finally, Nike gets it right
for every real female out there.
In the new advertisement campaign, Nike re-adjusts the stereotypical female gym-goer
from a perfect, fitness modellike girl going hard at her exercise, to the real, everyday
women trying to work out.
Although at the beginning
of the advertisement, we don’t
really know exactly what the
advertisement is for, it immediately catches the attention
of the viewer with the realistic
comments by women, of women
in a gym setting.
I don’t know about you, but I
have heard those exact thoughts
in my own head when I’m at a
gym, and can be pretty certain
most women would agree. The
ad finally recognizes that going

Nike’s new ad encourages women to push themselves and then be better for it. (Courtesy of
convoagency.com)

to the gym is a struggle for most
women. They may feel awkward,
or struggle to balance, or feel
like the exercise isn’t worth the
effort.
The ad shows the struggles,
and voice’s the “I can’t do this”
words that run through the
minds of the women on screen,
but builds to an ending that
makes the whole 30 second ad

all worth it. “Nike: Better For
It.” Better for trying. Better for
making the effort. Better for being active. Better for your body.
Better for you.
An ad like this makes me want
to commit to the struggle, and
that I’m not alone in doing so.
Finally, Nike gets it. They get
their female audience. And it’s
about time.

constantly making knew choices
based on our past and looking
toward our future. Being flippyfloppy is given a negative connotation, but it is precisely these
life changes that allow us to live
full lives and be happy with what
we are doing.
As a senior rapidly approaching graduation, I am constantly
faced with the fear of what will
happen if I’ve made the wrong
choice and don’t want to be a
teacher forever. But I’m becoming more and more aware that it’s
okay if I don’t stick to one thing
forever.
I think its important to try to
embrace the fact that becoming
an adult is about any finding
and fixed endpoint. We’re not
all headed into a stagnant void
that is completely decided by

our current choices. We are
constantly changing and will
continue to grow and change well
after graduation.
So, if you find yourself facing
a quarter-life crisis every five
minutes (as most seniors currently are), take a moment and
tell yourself that it’s really okay
if you decide to get that master’s
degree or go for the PhD or travel
or go straight to the workforce
and make money or take a gap
year to figure life out. All choices
are valid ones. And, later in your
life, your path or paths will probably change as you discover new
interests or goals.
So breathe, know that this isn’t
the end, and tell your friends
to chill out too. As cheesy as it
sounds, college is only the beginning.

get your
brand
in front
of 2,783
students.
Advertise today
stmaryscollegian.com/ advertising
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US/Cuba
relations
hopeful
by JAcob Turnrose
Staff Writer

O

n December 17, U.S. President
Barack Obama called Cuban
President Raúl Castro, breaking the
diplomatic ice separating the two
countries and soon after announced
to the world that the United States
and Cuba would work toward normalizing relations. Obama and
Castro’s handshake at the Summit of
the Americas conference in Panama
City, Panama last week has only reinforced the series of unprecedented
acts of cooperation between the U.S.
and Cuba.
Firstly, immediately after the
declaration, the two countries engaged in a prisoner swap in which
three Cuban spies were released
from the United States and 53 political prisoners were returned
from Cuba. Secondly, talks aimed
at easing travel and trade restrictions have occurred. As of March,
charter flights are available to Cuba
via the John F. Kennedy airport in
New York City. Thirdly, and most
recently, is President Obama’s decision to remove Cuba from the list of
state sponsors of terrorism, which
occurred last Wednesday. The next
step, which both President Obama
and President Castro seem to be
looking toward, is the reopening of
embassies in their respective countries. Both embassies have been shut
down since tensions flared between
the two countries in 1961.
Another significant event is currently playing out in Cuba: two dissidents made it past the first round
of voting to become candidates in
Cuba’s municipal elections this year.
Even more noteworthy is the apparent likelihood that one of these dissidents will actually win the election.
Both candidates have expressed
confidence in their chances of victory. If reality matches these expectations, the two dissidents would
become the first non-Communist
Party members to be elected since
1976 when election laws were enacted by Fidel Castro. This could
result in a shift in the Communist
Party’s dominance over the Cuban
government.
President Obama’s underlying
goal in reestablishing relations with
Cuba is to expose the Cubans to the
democratic values by which the
United States operates. Obama said,
“After all, these 50 years have shown
that isolation has not worked. It’s
time for a new approach.” Obama believes that face-to-face interaction is
a more effective method to promote
democratic values to the Cuban people. In one example, Obama said that
Cuban immigrants are the United
States’ “best ambassadors” for our
democratic values. Therefore, they
should be given greater ease in visiting and returning to Cuba.
Are the events surrounding Cuba’s municipal elections proof that
more involved interaction with
Cubans is working to promote
democracy? Is Obama’s new policy
playing a role in the fact that Cuban
dissenters are finally finding success
in the election process? Or it simply
a coincidence that one of the biggest
moves for equal party representation in Cuba is coinciding with the
United States’ shift in foreign policy?
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Hillary Clinton announces next run for presidency

Nuclear negotiations could make Iran an international player

by Dean Boerner
Staff Writer

by Charlie Guese
Editor-In-Chief
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Clinton takes stronger stance on some issues but still must prove herself to the electorate
ith a two-minute-long online video, Hillary Rodham
Clinton announced her run for
president of the United States
rather inconspicuously for
someone with such a high profile.
Dubbed by many pundits as the
inevitable Democratic nominee,
Clinton decided to forego the
normal fanfare of a pronounced
presidential announcement and
just get on with what everyone
knew was coming: a run for the
2016 presidency. She enters the
race as the major favorite of a
democratic primary extraordinarily devoid of competition.
Despite this paucity of viable
Democratic candidates, Hillary
Clinton will face ample criticism
from the left as well as the right
of the political spectrum.
Some skeptics in her own party
describe her as a centrist who is
almost too conservative. Liberal
groups, most notably the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, have resolved to pull her
further left, especially on issues
like expanded Social Security
benefits and more stringent financial regulations. Without any
serious competition from liberals, they worry, Clinton will stray
to the center and refrain from
pushing a progressive agenda.
Although the politically adept
Clinton has remained silent on
many issues thus far, she has
staked out stances on some key
matters.

Her challenge
will be presenting
herself as superior
to the Republican
candidate; she will
have to downplay her
perceived faults and
prove her credibility
to the electorate.
For example, she has come
out fully supporting President
Obama’s efforts for immigration reform. After a prolonged
silence on the matter, Clinton
backed Obama’s executive order
protecting four million undocumented immigrants from being
deported. Her support here is
contrasted by many Republican
candidates, including Rand Paul
and Ted Cruz, who are staunchly
opposed to such disputable executive overreach.
For many, Clinton has been
too vague on the issue of the NSA
surveillance controversies. On
the matter, she has simply stated
that a balance between national
security and privacy needs to
be met.
The Democratic favorite has
been clearer on the issue of
healthcare, though. Clinton has
routinely touted Obamacare,
trumpeting it even when many
fellow democrats shied away
from supporting it during its
struggles. If she’s elected, expect
the Affordable Care Act to stay
in place.
Like other candidates, Clinton has denounced the growing

Though a solution is still up in the air, this complex decision could change our current perceptions of Iran

ausanne, Switzerland was
poised to become the center of the world’s attention as
representatives of the P5+1
countries—the United States,
the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, China, and Russia—
were in extended talks with
Iran over its nuclear energy
program. And those talks were
indeed extended. Another day,
another extended deadline, and
international journalists were
running out of things to say, instead analyzing videos of John
Kerry walking across the street
for lunch while the diplomatic
discussions remained hushhush. Ex-NBC correspondent
Ann Curry’s cameraman even
lamented that he failed to pack

enough underwear for the trip.
The international community
was surprised when, on April
2, E.U. High Representative
for Foreign Affairs Federica
Mogherini and Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
announced that the P5+1 countries had reached an agreement
on the framework for a pending
final deal on Iran’s nuclear program, largely restricting much
of its nuclear capabilities and
increasing international inspections in exchange for lessened
economic sanctions on Iran. It’s
nowhere near a final deal, and
almost every official involved—
along with U.S. President Barack
Obama—is stressed, as all parties
have only until June 30 to reach
a final conclusion on the extent
of the program.
Nuclear programs are always

delicate territory and make a
lot of people in the room uncomfortable. Furthermore, Iran
continues to show that it can be
difficult to pin down considering the conflicting statements
from Zarif and Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamanei with regards to the recent framework
agreement, though the same
could be said about Obama and
Congress.
What makes this agreement
remarkable, however, is that it
represents a huge shift in Iran’s
engagement in the international
arena, and it makes a large statement about the changing nature
of U.S.-Iranian relations. Iran’s
newfound willingness to prove
itself as a responsible possessor
of nuclear enrichment capabilities is making the red-line rhetoric of U.S. and Israeli policy of the

last three decades increasingly
less tenable.
There is a nebulous difference
between, say, enriching uranium
by 10 percent for energy purposes and enriching it by 80 percent,

This is a huge shift in
Iran’s engagement in
the international arena.
which makes international oversight key in the formulation of a
deal for the western negotiators.
In Obama’s statement on April 2,
he noted that banning nuclear
capabilities in Iran, imposing
harsher sanctions, or launching air strikes on Iran’s nuclear
centrifuges will only push the
program underground and make

peace in the next decade more
difficult to achieve.
Though contrary to what 46
Republican senators may feel
after bizarrely writing an open
letter to Iran, it is not just the
U.S. that is single-handedly making these decisions. Rather, the
entire P5+1 group is involved,
and any reactionary or reflexive
dissent from the typical U.S. and
Israeli voices shouldn’t overshadow the complex, constructive, and reasoned diplomatic
progress that is taking place
here. If the P5+1 countries can
reach an ultimate agreement by
June 30, the sky is the limit for
how much progress can be made
with regards to Iran being more
of an active player in international relations and less of the
outcast state that the majority
of U.S. rhetoric implies.

Screen capture from hillaryclinton.com

income inequality and vanishing middle class. In addition to
reducing the tax burden currently plaguing the middle class,
erasing corporate tax loopholes
is expected to be an important
part of Clinton’s agenda.
While she’s ambiguous on
many debates of great significance, Clinton has been unequivocal on several hot-button
social issues for Democrats. She
is a proponent of a woman’s right
to legal, accessible abortions and
has recently supported same-sex
marriage after previously being
unsure.
She is undecided when it
comes to marijuana legalization, saying that more scientific
evidence is needed to make a national decision on the substance.
That’s a more open mindset than
during her first run in 2008, however, so she may be shifting her
opinion on the matter.
Even though many liberals
desire a more progressive, leftleaning Hillary Clinton for 2016,
most of her proposed policies
tend to conform to contemporary liberal ideology. That,
paired with her experience and
overwhelming popularity, is
why she is the unquestioned and
maybe even uncontested favorite
to win the Democratic primary
election.
The most polarizing facet
of Hillary Clinton may be her
foreign policy credentials. On
one hand, Clinton’s stint as
Secretary of State is evidence of
unique foreign policy experience
unmatched by any Republican
competitor. On the other, her
uneventful term lacked consequence and was somewhat forgettable. Republican mudslingers will continue to obsess over
the Benghazi incident that occurred during her term, possibly
negating her current advantage
in the foreign policy realm.
The experienced Clinton will
also face accusations that she’s
tied to Wall Street due to the
speeches she’s given to Goldman Sachs’ audiences and the
donations from that investment
firm that the Clinton Foundation has received. Whether these
criticisms are reasonable or not,
she will have to address them
throughout her campaign.
All relevant evidence points

to Hillary Clinton breezing past
her Democratic counterparts to
the general election. Her experience is unparalleled, and she has
aligned herself with the liberal
base on key issues to easily garner enough Democratic support.
Her challenge will be presenting
herself in the general election as
superior to the Republican candidate; she will have to downplay

her perceived faults and prove
her credibility to the electorate.
If the economy continues
to progress and move upward,
and Clinton’s pledges to uphold
Obama’s immigration policy as
well as boost the middle class are
convincing enough, voters will
come out in droves to support
another Democratic administration and another Clinton.

Becoming a “grown-up” is a mythological societal standard
We need to stop perpetuating the idea that the choices we make as young adults are going to make or break us
by Tori Stringer
Opinion Editor

W

e, as students, are told
basically from the time we
are sophomores in high school
all the way until we’re staring
undergraduate graduation in the
face that we need to know what
we want to do and make decisions
based on that goal. We are told
we always need to have one path
we’re heading down and constantly working toward. What we
aren’t told is that there is no one
grand or correct path; that our
life journeys are constantly pliable and changing; that we never
truly “grow up,” have life figured
out, or live happily ever after. The
truth is that we’re always working towards new things.
I got lucky. When I was a senior

in high school, my counselor
asked me what I wanted my college major to be the next year, and
I said, “Uhh … I don’t know. I like
English?” So that’s what I applied
to colleges with as my intended
major. Once I started taking college English classes, I loved the
program, so I stayed. I also got
lucky with my post-collegiate
path decisions. I had considered
being a teacher after college, and
after getting the opportunity to
really teach the summer after
my sophomore year, I realized
that it was the right fit for me.
It just so happened that what I
thought I wanted to do turned
out to be what I ultimately plan
on doing after graduation from
Saint Mary’s.
I realize that not everyone is
this lucky. I have heard countless

stories of people not following
what they wanted to do due to
outside influence or having to
change their major or career path

I think we need to
embrace the fact
that becoming an
adult is not a fixed
endpoint. We’re not
all headed into a
stagnant void that is
completely decided by
our current choices.
one too many times to finally
figure out where they fit. As humans, we are works in progress,

Nike finally represents real women
“Better For It” ad campaign focuses on making an effort
By Liz Searl
Staff Writer

G

orgeous, sweaty, bronzed
skin. Toned bodies. Not a
hair out of place. Perfect skin.
That’s what we usually expect
to see in a Nike advertisement.
But, finally, Nike gets it right
for every real female out there.
In the new advertisement campaign, Nike re-adjusts the stereotypical female gym-goer
from a perfect, fitness modellike girl going hard at her exercise, to the real, everyday
women trying to work out.
Although at the beginning
of the advertisement, we don’t
really know exactly what the
advertisement is for, it immediately catches the attention
of the viewer with the realistic
comments by women, of women
in a gym setting.
I don’t know about you, but I
have heard those exact thoughts
in my own head when I’m at a
gym, and can be pretty certain
most women would agree. The
ad finally recognizes that going

Nike’s new ad encourages women to push themselves and then be better for it. (Courtesy of
convoagency.com)

to the gym is a struggle for most
women. They may feel awkward,
or struggle to balance, or feel
like the exercise isn’t worth the
effort.
The ad shows the struggles,
and voice’s the “I can’t do this”
words that run through the
minds of the women on screen,
but builds to an ending that
makes the whole 30 second ad

all worth it. “Nike: Better For
It.” Better for trying. Better for
making the effort. Better for being active. Better for your body.
Better for you.
An ad like this makes me want
to commit to the struggle, and
that I’m not alone in doing so.
Finally, Nike gets it. They get
their female audience. And it’s
about time.

constantly making knew choices
based on our past and looking
toward our future. Being flippyfloppy is given a negative connotation, but it is precisely these
life changes that allow us to live
full lives and be happy with what
we are doing.
As a senior rapidly approaching graduation, I am constantly
faced with the fear of what will
happen if I’ve made the wrong
choice and don’t want to be a
teacher forever. But I’m becoming more and more aware that it’s
okay if I don’t stick to one thing
forever.
I think its important to try to
embrace the fact that becoming
an adult is about any finding
and fixed endpoint. We’re not
all headed into a stagnant void
that is completely decided by

our current choices. We are
constantly changing and will
continue to grow and change well
after graduation.
So, if you find yourself facing
a quarter-life crisis every five
minutes (as most seniors currently are), take a moment and
tell yourself that it’s really okay
if you decide to get that master’s
degree or go for the PhD or travel
or go straight to the workforce
and make money or take a gap
year to figure life out. All choices
are valid ones. And, later in your
life, your path or paths will probably change as you discover new
interests or goals.
So breathe, know that this isn’t
the end, and tell your friends
to chill out too. As cheesy as it
sounds, college is only the beginning.

get your
brand
in front
of 2,783
students.
Advertise today
stmaryscollegian.com/ advertising
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Album review

Tyler the Creator’s best album

Courtesy of Music Times

by Jacob turnrose
Staff Writer
Last Monday, Tyler the Creator released his surprise album
“Cherry Bomb” after only four
days’ notice. From a lyrical standpoint, the album is an update on
Tyler’s emotional progression
throughout his years of song writing. Both “Bastard” and “Goblin”
displayed a confused, anxious
Tyler sporadically releasing his
pent-up feelings, while his third
album showed us a more-up
grown artist. In this album, titled
“Wolf,” Tyler consolidates his
feelings instead of simply spouting off. Some of these emotions
include dealing with an absent
father growing up and loving an
unobtainable girl. In contrast,
“Cherry Bomb” reveals to us an
individual more comfortable with
who he is.
Tyler the Creator gives us
6-minute-long emotional rants
in “Cherry Bomb.” The usual midsong conversations with “Dr. TC,”
Tyler’s fictional therapist, are absent from this new album. In their
place, the rapper seems to focus
on reaching out to others. In the
song “Run,” Tyler raps sarcastically about the so-called glories
of gang life: taking drugs and toting guns. The song expresses his
frustration, as he sees gang life as
a waste: “All y’all n***** smoking
y’all brains out / in the car called
life, took the lame route.” After
the album’s release, the artist

“Cherry Bomb” is
Tyler’s most diverse,
well-produced, and
professional album
to date. He continues
to come through with
high-quality lyrical
content and remains
true to himself as a
hip-hop and rap artist.
sent out a tweet saying that the
song was “based off of friends that
started gang-banging. It’s like a
PSA to them.” “Run” also aligns
with the reoccurring anti-drug
message of “Cherry Bomb.” In
“The Brown Stains of Darkeese
Latifah” Tyler raps, “Oh, you be
smoking, drinking lean and poppin’ Xans huh? / You see that’s
that bullsh*t that I don’t need.”
He goes on: “I look at the mirror
and he said, ‘you the man’ / and I

said, ‘Hey man, I agree.’” Tyler is
well-known to be more straightlaced than the average rapper, and
“Cherry Bomb” directly encourages others to follow suit.
While his previous albums
had a sense of predictability to
their sounds, Tyler breaks this
by incorporating many different
genres into “Cherry Bomb;” Jazz,
rock, punk, R&B, synth pop, and
gangsta rap are all represented.
The rapper’s collaborations on his
new album illustrate this musical
diversity. Guitar contributions
from Cole Alexander, member of
the garage rock band Black Lips,
bring a punk element into “Deathcamp.” Tyler collaborates with the
jazz legend Roy Ayers to bring in
some of his xylophone riffs on
“Find Your Wings,” while Schoolboy Q’s feature on “The Black
Stains of Darkeese Latifah” add
a hard-bitten, gangsta rap flow to
Tyler’s album. Despite this diversity, Tyler stays consistent with
his bread and butter: synthesizers. “2 Seater,” “F*cking Young,”
and “Buffalo” especially show off
his expert touch in implementing
the synth.
Finally, no “Cherry Bomb” review would be complete without
mentioning the album’s high
profile features. On “Smukers,”
Lil Wayne provides his classic
punchlines such as “I knock ’em
down, domino effect, no pepperoni,” while Kanye West provides
provocative bars like “Richer
than white people with black kids
/ Scarier than black people with
ideas.” In turn, Tyler seems to dip
into both these styles by including both hard-hitting punchlines
(“Put that f****** cow on my level,
cause I’m raisin’ the stakes”) and
provocative bars (“Mom I made
you a promise, it’s no more section
8 / When we ate it’s the steaks,
now our section is great”) in the
same song and, in some cases, the
same rhyme scheme.
“Cherry Bomb” is Tyler’s most
diverse, well-produced, and professional album to date. He continues to come through with
high-quality lyrical content and
remains true to himself as a hiphop and rap artist. Combining
these two facets with varied styles
and sounds, “Cherry Bomb” is
Tyler the Creator’s most complete
album, so take the time and listen
for yourself.

Grade: ADOWNLOAD: “Smuckers” (Ft. Lil
Wayne and Kanye West), “The
Brown Stains of Darkeese Latifah”
(ft Schoolboy Q), and “2Seater”

Hulu is an American online
video-streaming service that offers a variety of TV shows, clips,
and movies on their free service
on Hulu.com. With an upgraded
Hulu Plus subscription, users
can access HD episodes (when
available) from ABC, Fox, and the
CW the day after they air, with the
use of Internet-connected TVs,
smartphones, game consoles, settop boxes, and other devices. This,
of course, requires users to pay a
monthly fee.
Similar to Hulu Plus is Netflix,
a provider of on-demand Internet
video streaming that is available
to all of North America (including
Cuba), South America, Australia,
New Zealand, and parts of Europe
(Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Finland,
United Kingdom, France, Switzerland, Austria, Luxembourg,
Belgium, and Germany). Also
available is a flat-rate, DVD-bymail service in the United States,
where DVDs are sent via Permit
Reply Mail.
Netflix has been around for
quite some time and has become
one of the top go-to streaming
sites, but recently, Hulu Plus
seems to be gaining recognition
for its services. Simply put, Net-

flix has a much larger archive,
but Hulu Plus has more new TV
shows. Netflix offers significantly
more TV shows and movies than
Hulu Plus, yet Hulu makes currently airing TV shows available
the day after they air (in most
cases). Netflix provides subscribers with a massive library of television shows that have already
ended, as well as previous seasons of currently running shows
(except those on premium networks, so no “Game of Thrones”
or “Homeland”). Also, Netflix
has an ever-increasing library for
every genre and a growing collection of shows that are currently
on the air.
Both Netflix and Hulu Plus offer original programming. Earlier
this year, Hulu Plus released ten
new shows, ranging from news to
comedy to travel. The company offers their original programming to
anyone with a web browser; a free
account is not required to watch
any of the shows.
There is a large focus on comedy, but none of these shows
have become particularly popular
yet. Current shows are released
in traditional episodic format,
so each week at the same time,
there’s something new in a subscriber’s queue right alongside
the network television shows.
Netflix, on the other hand, re-

leases an entire season of their
original shows all at once (some
of these include “House of Cards,”
“Hemlock Grove,” “Orange is the
New Black,” “Lilyhammer,” and
“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt”).
When it comes to the quality
of the stream, both sites provide
their own options. Netflix streams
in 1080p with surround-sound audio. As long as the right hardware
is available and Netflix is able to
detect the correct Internet speed,
the difference between Netflix’s
streaming quality and Hulu’s 720p
is significant.
Both Netflix and Hulu Plus offer a monthly fee of $7.99, which
allows unlimited access to a large
amount of content. Netflix does
not allow access to any of their
services without paying first, and
it limits the number of usable
computers with each account.
By contrast, Hulu allows access
to a lot of content without even
having to sign up for an account.
But if subscribers pay the monthly
fee, the content available expands
to a much wider selection. Yet,
even with Hulu Plus, all videos
are broken up with ads; there is
no payment option to have these
removed.
Both streaming sites offer a
competitive array of options, but
it’s up to the user to decide which
site best suits his or her needs.

Alabama Shakes compose a masterpiece in “Sound & Color”

Courtesy of Rolling Stone

by Alexa Gambero
Chief Copy Writer
The only thing I don’t like
about “Sound & Color” is that it
has an ending. Alabama Shakes’
second studio album is an electrifying collection of rock anthems,
and the songs are journeys in
and of themselves. The opening
track, titled “Sound & Color,”
begins with a xylophone—yes,
a xylophone—and ends with a
symphonic accompaniment.
Despite the various genre influences each song portrays, they
all end with the same feeling of
gratification for the listener.
Unique of this album is the exploration of lead singer Brittany
Howard’s vocal range, which
wasn’t as big of a part of its
predecessor, “Boys & Girls.”
Her brassy vocal tone gives the
music a ‘70s vibe but her pow-

erful voice puts a modern twist
on classic soul. It is difficult to
compare Howard to other performers because she is truly one
of a kind; her delivery of each
word is stylistic and thoughtful.
Listening to her, you can’t turn
your volume down; watching her,
you can’t turn your eyes away.
Passion, sincerity, and raw talent
come out as Howard contorts her
face and furiously slashes on her
guitar.
In the track “Over My Head,”
Howard steps back and takes a
break from guitar playing, producing an honest ballad with
many emotional layers. Even if
you have never seen her perform,
you can still hear the feelings
in her voice, especially in “The
Greatest,” “Gimme All Your
Love,” and “Guess Who.”
With Brittany’s explorative
vocals comes a distinct spirit
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Hulu vs. Netflix: battle of the
online streaming services
by Elizabeth Magno
Staff Writer
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of trust that the band upholds.
They play off of each other so
well, and in every song the drums
perfectly compliment the keys,
bass, and guitar, making the
transitions between different
parts of the songs absolutely
flawless. Alabama Shakes represents what it truly means to
be a band: they work together
to give life to their creativity,
while the audience receives its
entire spirit in turn. The chance
to witness Alabama Shakes’ mastery in person is incomparable,
a spiritual experience that does
not come around very often.
Whether you encounter the
band live or hear them in the car
on the way to work, be sure not
to miss“Sound & Color,” a true
musical masterpiece.
Grade: A-
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SPORTS
Sand volleyNHL playoff predictions: who will win it all? Sports
ball struggles
this week
before final
tournament
OPINION

BY ALLIE STEELE
STAFF WRITER

BY DANIEL CONMY
SPORTS EDITOR
Cal, University of the Pacific, and
Santa Clara were the opponents for
the Gaels out on the sand courts
this week. Against Cal, Saint Mary’s
dropped the match 4-1. The lone
win came from Clare Powers and
Mary Hernandez. The duo dropped
the first set to the Golden Bears but
came back with a dominating 21-11
win in the second set to take it to
the eventual tie-breaking third set.
Hernandez and Powers sealed the
victory with a shot into the left corner to win the third set 15-13.
In the Gaels’ only home game of
the season, they fell short against Pacific. Three set victories came from
the duos of Dalas Dodd and Alexis
Salmons and Mary Hernandez and
Clare Powers. Pacific clinched the
victory after wins on court three and
four, taking the 3-1 lead and eventually winning the match 3-2. Saint
Mary’s played tough against the
visiting Tigers but could not come
away with a team victory.
On Friday, it was another tough
matchup for for the Gaels as they
dropped all five sets to rival Santa
Clara. Mileva Popovic and Madi
Wilkerson came the closest to winning their game, but fell short in
the third set, losing 18-16. All other
games were two-set losses for Saint
Mary’s.
Although the Gaels dropped their
match against Santa Clara by a score
of 5-0, there were some positives to
take away from the game. Mileva
Popovic and Madi Wilkerson provided a spark for Saint Mary’s by
jumping to an early 21-13 victory in
their first set against Sarah Vaccaro
and Katrina Inch. However, Santa
Clara quickly rebounded from the
defeat by winning the second set by
a score of 21-15 to force a deciding
third match. On the other court, it
was a pivotal matchup between Dani
Rottman and Nikki Hess of Santa
Clara facing off against Dalas Dodd
and Alexis Salmons of Saint Mary’s.
In the first set, the Santa Clara duo
outmatched the Gaels by a score of
21-11, but Dodd and Salmons refused
to go down without a fight. Saint
Mary’s battled until the final point
but were unsuccessful in their efforts
of mounting a comeback against a
tough Broncos squad. Santa Clara
scored the clutch points at the end,
winning in a close one by a score of
29-27.
Overall, this has been a disappointing season for Saint Mary’s,
but they must look to override their
early season struggles and finish off
strong.
On Tuesday, Saint Mary’s takes
on Stanford, which will be the last
local game for the sand volleyball
team. After the test against the Cardinal, Saint Mary’s wraps up their
season in the Aloha Invitational
against UCLA, Long Beach State, and
Hawai’i. Facing off against Stanford
again will prove to be a mighty task
to overcome for the Gaels, as the
Cardinal are currently 33-2, with
a Pac-12 record of 19-1. Stanford is
one of the top teams in the country,
and it will be valuable experience for
this struggling Gaels team to play
against them.

While the NBA playoffs take the
world by storm, the NHL playoffs
start in a chippy, and always entertaining fashion. This should
shape up for an interesting race to
Lord Stanley’s Cup. The Los Angeles Kings did not qualify for the
postseason this year after finishing ninth in a highly competitive
Western Conference. As the Kings
were the 8th seed last year, it will be
difficult for another team to match
what they did last year. There will
be a new champion this year, and
it could be any team, as the level of
competition is so fierce. Without
the Los Angeles Kings in the playoffs, this marks the first year in a
long time that the Anaheim Ducks
will solely represent the state of
California in the NHL Playoffs, as
the Sharks also failed to qualify.
In my opinion, one of the teams
advancing to the second round
will be the Winnipeg Jets, who
are the underdogs. As far as the
Vancouver Canucks vs. Calgary
Flames, I would have to choose
the Canucks just because they
have a better track record over the
Flames. For the Saint Louis Blues
vs. Minnesota Wild matchup, this
one is hard to call, but I would
go with the Wild. The matchup
between the Nashville Predators
vs. Chicago Blackhawks is an easy
one for me to call; the Blackhawks
are going to win this series. For
the Ottawa Senators vs. Montreal
Canadiens, they both have not had

MEN’S BASEBALL

Friday vs. San Diego, 3 p.m.
Saturday vs. San Diego, 1 p.m.
Sunday vs. San Diego, 1 p.m.
DUNCAN KEITH must be a defensive force in this year’s NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs for the Blackhawks to advance deep into the postseason. (Courtesy of Washington Post)

a great track record in the playoffs,
so I don’t know who will win; this
should make up for an interesting
series. The Tampa Bay Lightning
vs. Detroit Red Wings is another
interesting matchup; however,
I think the Wings will come out
on top. The Washington Capitals
vs. New York Rangers, I would
have to go with the Washington
Capitals. For the last matchup, The
Pittsburgh Penguins vs. New York
Rangers, I think that the Penguins
will come out on top in this series
because of their regular season record. This would be a major upset,
as the Penguins are hobbling into
postseason, and will be without
Kris Letang.
Although some of these predictions are a reach, this years Stanley
Cup playoff race should shape

up to be an entertaining one. My
prediction is that the Capitals and
the Blackhawks will be playing for
Lord Stanley’s Cup. The Capitals
have the offensive power to make
a run deep into the postseason, but
Alex Ovechkin will have to overcome his playoff drought and lead
the Caps. Their young goaltender,
Braden Holtby, has come into his
own this year, as he possessed a
2.22 Goals Against Average to go
along with 41 wins this season. He
too will heavily be relied upon. In
the Western Conference, Corey
Crawford must be the answer in
net for the Blackhawks to be successful, but in the first two games
against Nashville this has certainly
not been the case. Therefore, I
predict that the Capitals will come
out victorious.

Senior day ends on high note for tennis

The Gaels came up with a
big win against Pepperdine
on Saturday, largely in part
to Corbin Burnes and Davis
Strong’s game-tying RBI
single in the 8th inning.
WOMEN’S SOFTBALL

Saturday @ Loyola
Marymount, 12 p.m.
Sunday @ Loyola
Marymount, 12 p.m.
The Gaels look to take down WCC
rival Loyola Marymount in a muchanticipated matchup this upcoming
weekend. This is a key game for Saint
Mary’s to come out on top.
WOMEN’S TENNIS

Sunday @ WCC
Championships, TBA

After finishing the season
strong by winning five of their
last six matches, the Gaels
tennis team seeks to continue
their hot streak into the WCC
Championships. It will be a
tournament to look forward to.
CATHERINE LEDUC AND DANIELLE FLORES are surrounded by their teammates after a big win against Pepperdine. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

BY LIZ SEARL
STAFF WRITER
Last week the Saint Mary’s
women’s tennis faced LMU
and Pepperdine at home to end
conference play. Beginning with
LMU on Thursday, the Gael’s
made quick work of the Lions,
defeating them 6-1 in under
two and a half hours. The Gaels
then took a day before taking
on number 18 Pepperdine on
Saturday afternoon for senior
day. Seniors Catherine Leduc
and Danielle Flores experienced
their last home game at Tim
Korth Tennis Complex and were
honored by their coaches and
fellow teammates. The number
47 Gael’s were always in for
a battle with the Waves, after

having lost four times in a row
prior, but this didn’t get in the
way for a great day of on court
battles and match play. The
Gaels started strong by claiming
the doubles point. Then, Saint
Mary’s backed it up going into
singles with wins on all courts
except court one. The 6-1 win
over Pepperdine was an amazing end to the Gael’s conference
play, and a great end for their
seniors.
The seniors Catherine Leduc
and Danielle Flores were both
incredibly happy about their last
matches at home and are looking
forward to a potential rematch
with top seed Pepperdine this
week at the WCC Championship
in San Diego.
Leduc joined the Gael’s as a

freshman in 2011 from Montreal, and has been a starter for
the teams’ singles lineup every
year. She is hoping to continue
helping the Gaels after graduation as a volunteer assistant next
season whilst continuing to play
tournaments here in California.
A San Diego native, Flores
joined the Gaels, as a transfer
in 2012, after she left the University of Utah for Saint Mary’s
her sophomore year. She has
played the entire 2015 season
as the Gael’s number one in the
singles lineup and number two
doubles team. Both girls have
had terrific seasons every year
for the Gaels and will be greatly
missed, but their work is not
done as they look to make a run
in the postseason.

SAND VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday @ Stanford,
4:30 p.m.
Friday @ Aloha
Invitational, TBA
Saturday @ Aloha
Invitational, TBA

The Gaels play one of the
top teams in the country
this week as they head to
Stanford (33-2). It will be
a mighty task to overcome
for this Saint Mary’s team.
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
Saturday vs. UC Davis, 1 p.m.

Saint Mary’s will look for their
first regular season victory on
Saturday against a tough and hard
nosed UC Davis team. It will be a
home game and one to certainly
look forward to this weekend.
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SPORTS
Western Conference holds many championship contenders
BY DEAN BOERNER
STAFF WRITER
The NBA playoffs are underway,
and there are as many plausible
title contenders as ever. Don’t go
looking for them in the East side of
the bracket, though. With only two
or three realistic Finals candidates,
the Eastern Conference playoffs will
be an exercise in futility for teams
except for the Hawks, Cavaliers, or
Bulls. On the other side, each Western Conference first round matchup
carries considerable potential for an
upset. The talent level of the West,
led by the 67-win Warriors, is off the
charts. Each team, aside from the
8th seeded Pelicans, has a real shot
at going all the way.
After a tremendous start, the
Atlanta Hawks really flew under the
radar in the closing months of the
season, finishing just 7-8. Atlanta
lacks the marquee players normally
seen with No. 1 seeds, but their cohesiveness is admirable. They have
a Coach of the Year favorite in Mike
Budenholzer and a talented roster
led by Jeff Teague and Al Horford
that should easily dispose of the
overmatched Nets in the first round.
After that, they’ll face the likely
battered and bruised victor of the
Wizards-Raptors series. The Wizards have the capacity for defensive
brilliance and an explosive young
guard combo in John Wall and Bradley Beal, but they struggled during
the year against Toronto. With nowhealthy All-Star point guard Kyle
Lowry, able scorers DeMar DeRozan
and Lou Williams, and a home court
advantage, the Raptors are poised to
take this series in seven games.
In the East’s 2-7 matchup, the
Cleveland Cavaliers will take on the
overachieving Boston Celtics. The
Celtics snuck into the playoffs and
actually held the second best record
in the East in the season’s second
half. Holding the best record in that
time, however, was the Cavs, and

LEBRON JAMES looks to lead the Cavaliers to the NBA Finals for the first time since 2007. (Courtesy of hangtime.blogs.nba.com)

they pack an overwhelming punch
with LeBron James, Kyrie Irving,
and Kevin Love. Coaching savant
Brad Stevens will try to challenge
the mediocre defense of the Cavs
with his offensive schemes, but the
Celtics porous perimeter defense
stands no chance against James and
Irving. In Kyrie Irving and Kevin
Love’s first playoff series, expect
the Cavs to take out Boston in five
games.
That just leaves the Chicago Bulls
squaring off against the Milwaukee
Bucks. The burgeoning Milwaukee
club headed by coach Jason Kidd
is an exciting bunch. Like the Bulls,
they’re somewhat challenged offensively but play aggressive, swarming
defense. Chicago will have to rein in
Milwaukee’s Michael Carter-Williams and Giannis Antetokounmpo,
but with Derrick Rose back and
Jimmy Butler and Joakim Noah
playing superb defense, they should
prevail in this matchup. Look for

Chicago to take this one in 6 games.
The Warriors headline a western bracket that looks to be brutally competitive. In the first round,
they’ll take on the New Orleans
Pelicans, who crept past the Thunder for the eighth and final spot in
the playoffs in the last week of the
regular season. The Pelicans feature
the omnipotent Anthony Davis,
who in five years could very well be
the NBA’s best player. He’ll provide
serious matchup issues for the
smaller Warriors, but he’s the only
worrisome player on this developing
New Orleans roster. Golden State is
just too good, both offensively and
defensively, so the Pelicans should
only last about 5 games against
them. When the Warriors advance
to the second round, they’ll face the
winner of the Trail Blazers-Grizzlies
matchup. Both these teams have
been bedeviled by the injury bug,
with a bevy of key players either
out or playing hurt. Portland goes

into this series with their offensive
stars Damian Lillard and LaMarcus
Aldridge intact, but that’s about all
they have going for them. Memphis
plays a physical, brutish brand of
defense, and that didn’t bode well
for Portland in the regular season.
Because Memphis owns matchup,
health, and home court advantages,
they should win in five games.
One of the least predictable series
is bound to be the Rockets taking
on the Mavericks. The Rockets
have home court advantage, but
the Mavericks have a genius coach
in Rick Carlisle. Dwight Howard
has played below his ability for
Houston, but Dirk Nowitzki is coming off his least productive season
for Dallas. The Rockets have the
supposed advantage in talent with
James Harden, but he has severely
underachieved in his playoff career.
With the playoff-experienced Rajon
Rondo running the point and Carlisle calling the shots, the seventh-

seeded Mavericks have a great shot
to upset the second-seeded Rockets.
Expect Dallas to advance after seven
intense, high-scoring games. If
they do win, the Mavericks would
square off against the winner of the
Clippers-Spurs series.
This one promises to be brimming with excitement, as both of
these teams have championship
potential and aspirations. San Antonio has both the formidable Kawhi
Leonard and the classic trio of
Duncan, Parker, and Ginobili. They
also have a deeper bench and a Hall
of Fame coach in Gregg Popovich.
Although the Clippers have a weak
bench, starters play more minutes
in the playoffs. With Chris Paul,
Blake Griffin, and DeAndre Jordan
fully healthy and hungry for playoff
success, they should be playing at
the top of their game. It’s never really
wise to pick against the Spurs, but
the Clippers have the talent to win
this one in six games.

Gaels slug it out against Stanford Cardinal and come up victorious
Two run home run by Giana Bilotta proves to be the difference against rival Cardinal
BY DIMITRI QUAGLIERINI
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Saint Mary’s faced off against a
sturdy Stanford team on Wednesday afternoon, and the ending was
certainly dramatic. As a collective
team, the Gaels hit three home
runs, which included a two-run
shot in the seventh inning by
Giana Bilotta. This home run
proved to be the difference in the
game, as the Gaels stunned the
Cardinal, winning by a final score
of 10-9 on the road.
Loralie Fitzpatrick and Sarah
Lira led the Gaels offensively, as
each of them contributed a threerun home run. The pitching staff
struggled early on, but Katie Moss
was lights-out after throwing two
shutout innings in the fourth and
fifth. After Moss gave up a solo
home-run in the sixth inning, the
game was tied 8-8.
In the seventh inning, with two
outs and a runner on base, Bilotta
belted a two-run home run to take
the lead for the Gaels. With only
one out in the seventh inning, the
Stanford Cardinal stormed back
with an infield single, closing the
gap to a one-run game at 10-9.

GIANA BILOTTA guides the Gaels to victory over Stanford on Wednesday after hitting the go ahead two-run home run in a 10-9 slugfest. (Courtesy of Gaels)

Saint Mary’s infielder Katelyn
Mamizuka made the critical final two plays of the game in the
infield to lock up the victory over
rival Stanford. Moss came up
with the win in relief, pitching
4.2 innings after taking over for
starting pitcher Katlyn Whitt.

Whitt struggled in the beginning
of the game by giving up a home
run to left field by Bessie Noll of
Stanford. Noll continues her hitting streak, as she has hit three
home runs in the last four games.
The Gaels will head to Southern California in two weeks to

take on Loyola Marymount in a
crucial conference game. This
upcoming matchup against rival
LMU will be a must-win for the
Gaels as they look to extend their
winning streak to two games. The
Gaels will then return home for a
three-game stint against another

SoCal rival, University of San
Diego. Saint Mary’s will then finish off their season on the road at
Stockton against Pacific.
These upcoming games will be
pivotal for the Gaels as they look
to build off of their win against
Stanford.

